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BURNSVILLE AWARDED $14,000 GRANT FOR CROSSWALK UPGRADE FROM
AARP COMMUNITY CHALLENGE
The City of Burnsville was one of 129 national recipients – and one of only four from Minnesota – of the
2018 AARP Community Challenge grant program. The City was awarded $14,000 to help install a vibrant
crosswalk and pedestrian safety measures at one of the City’s intersections needing improvement.
In 2017, the City reviewed and improved its “Crosswalk Policy” to create more uniformity in crosswalks
throughout Burnsville. The crosswalk at Girard Avenue South/Burnsville Parkway was identified as an
area needing improvements.
The grant will allow the City to install “Rectangular Rapid-Flashing Beacons” (RRFB) at the Girard Avenue
South/Burnsville Parkway intersection. This new feature will provide flashing amber beacons that can be
activated by pedestrians to alert drivers that they are using the crosswalk.
RRFBs are solar powered LEDs that supplement warning signs at pedestrian crossings. The push of a
button starts an irregular flash pattern to get drivers’ attention.
For more information on the 2018 AARP Community Challenge refer to the AARP News Release below or
visit www.aarp.org.

(2018 AARP Community Challenge News Release below)
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AARP Community Challenge Announces 129 Grantees
WASHINGTON, DC—Today, AARP announced the awardees for its 2018 AARP
Community Challenge grant program. A total of $1.3 million will be distributed to fund 129
“quick action” projects across the country, helping communities make immediate
improvements and jumpstart long-term progress to support residents of all ages. Nearly 1,600
applications were received from non-profits and government entities for the program, now in
its second year. Each of the projects, which must be completed by November 5, is designed to
achieve one or more of the following outcomes:
•
•
•

Deliver a range of transportation and mobility options that increase connectivity,
walkability, bikeability, and/or access to public and private transit.
Create vibrant public places that improve open spaces, parks and access to other
amenities.
Support the availability of a range of housing that increases accessible and
affordable housing options.

The full list of grantees can be found at www.aarp.org/communitychallenge.
“AARP has teams on the ground in communities across the country who hear from mayors,
community leaders and local residents about the value of getting quick wins to create longterm change. We developed the Community Challenge Grant Program to answer that call and
help build momentum for more livable communities nationwide,” said Nancy LeaMond,
AARP Executive Vice President, Community, State and National Affairs. “This year, we are
proud to fund more projects in more communities in all 50 states, Washington, D.C. and
Puerto Rico.”
The Community Challenge grant program is part of AARP’s nationwide Livable Communities
initiative that helps communities become great places to live for residents of all ages. AARP
staff and volunteers are working with roughly 300 communities across the country, engaging
and mobilizing community residents, delivering technical assistance and expertise to local
leaders and organizations, and supporting the work of the 275 communities and two states that
have enrolled in the AARP Network of Age Friendly States and Communities. AARP also
provides resources and publications to encourage local action such as the Roadmap to
Livability and the AARP book-series Where We Live: Communities for All Ages.
To learn more about AARP’s livable communities work in communities across the country
and the AARP Community Challenge please visit www.aarp.org/livable.

